
Part 4: Medieval and Tudor History of the Site





Anne Rowe’s books: Medieval Parks of 
Hertfordshire (Hertfordshire Publications, 
University of Hertfordshire, 2009) and Tudor & 
Early Stuart Parks of Hertfordshire 
(Hertfordshire Publications, University of 
Hertfordshire, 2019), describe the area that 
later became the airfield site and its identity 
from the medieval period. While the entire 
carefully researched books should be 
consulted for the whole context traced on the 
ground, I have excerpted sections of exact 
overlap with land used for twentieth century 
warfare. 


Medieval Period: 
Shingle Hall park: NGR TL465182
Date range: 1447 - perhaps late seventeenth 
century
Size: licence to impart 500 acres  in 1447

See below a photocopied section of 
description with a detail of Norden’s county 
map, 1598, showing parks including Shingle 
Hall , clearly already important, circled with 
palings in the centre. 

On the OS map of 1878, the dotted area 
indicates area that was probably medieval 
parkland. Note how the farms, Shingle Hall 
and Blount’s, are already bearing the names 
they continue to have at the present time. 
Whether there was once a country house is 
not known.

Excerpts 

See the books for the rest of the entries. 
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Tudor and Early Stuart period
Shingle Hall park. Hall farm NGR: 
TL465182
Dates: 1447 - perhaps late seventeenth 
century

In the Tudor period Shingle Hall park, 
continuing to include a section of 
Matham’s Wood, exists in more or less 
the same space. A southerly section 
including Shingle Hall farm is recorded in 
1636, darker shading, 200-acre park, (OS 
6 inch map XXII surveyed 1878). A 
second section of the park is more 
northerly, including a part of Matham’s 
wood, perhaps 300 acres though 
boundaries are not known.

See the books for the rest of the entries. 
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