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The year, 2025, will see three important anniversaries, two of them worldwide and one of 
particular local importance. On 8th May firstly we mark the 80th anniversary of the end of 
the Second World War in Europe: VE Day. This is then to followed in August  by VJ day 
when we commemorate the end of that conflict in the Pacific when Japan too capitulated.  

Locally in 2025 next year we mark the 300th anniversary of the foundation of Rivers 
Nursery. The company of that name is no longer about but the orchard is still there, 
lovingly maintained by volunteers. The rest of the site is occupied by a private hospital. 

Ath the time of writing the author of this article has been busy preparing the  publication 
of a book about the significance of the Second World War in our area. The book will be 
published in May next year and will contain chapters on the local airfield, the Home 
Guard, Walter Lawrence, prisoners of war, child evacuees and of course agriculture and 
garden culture which brings us once again back to Rivers. 

Thanks to fellow residents Rachel and John Harris we were given sight of a wonderful 
collection of photographs  showing the splendid work done locally during the Second 
World War in our area by land girls and other volunteers, not least at Rivers Nursery. 
John’s mother Ivy, then going by the surname Emmen, was indeed a land girl and worked 
at Rivers. If you have never heard of land girls,  ask an older person to explain! 

We are honoured to share the complete collection of 30 pictures here. Thanks go to 
Rachel Harriss for her help.     

    

On the left Ivy Emmen in her land girl uniform – On the right land girls and volunteers at 
Rivers during the Second World War 



 

 

 

  



  

 

   

 

     



    

 

      

 

   

  



   

   

 

The Hand and Crown pub where land gir;;s and volunteers occasionally 
gathered after work. 


